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NEXT MEETING: Monday, August 1 @6 PM
To join us, send an email to James Tock and he'll send you a link.

From the Chair, Diana Williams

I was fortunate to attend Leadership Blue, the
Florida Democratic Party (FDP) conference in
Tampa last month. The Chair’s meeting
emphasized the BLUE SHIFT and efforts being made
throughout the state. This BLUE SHIFT will depend
heavily on the Coordinated Campaign and is
summarized with two main goals: Building a
volunteer-run model from the bottom up that is
sustainable, and getting as many voters to support the full Democratic ticket
as EARLY as possible. FDP is hosting update calls and providing neighborhood
team leader training. The intent is to make the Coordinated Campaign a
permanent f ixture of the party with party building at every level. Marion
County’s Coordinated Campaign is fully engaged under the leadership of Bert
Perkins, Precinct Captains are being recruited and trained under the leadership
of LaVonda McCandless, and Jim Tock is on top of the texting initiative. Our
Media Chair, Vicki Mattingly, is doing a fabulous job with communications.
And Carali McLean is generating an informative monthly newsletter to keep
everyone on top of what’s happening in the Marion County Democratic Party.

I am so proud of our team and all their efforts! Because of the successful
fundraiser we just had, we will be able to participate at so many levels, and our
goal will be to continue to organize year-round with different 
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campaigns throughout the year. This will eliminate having to recruit and train
new volunteers each election season, and will promote mentoring additional
volunteers. We met with our FDP f ield coordinator, Chris Stanley, this week. She
has years of experience, is working primarily in south Marion County, and
praised our efforts.

The primary message at Leadership Blue was UNITY. We are all working together
to SHIFT FLORIDA BLUE, and we all need to promote not just local elections but
all the way up the ticket to the Governor's race!

Thank YOU for your efforts to turn FLORIDA BLUE IN 2022!!

From your Chair,

Diana Williams

Important Election Information

August 13 is the last day to request a mail-in ballot for the
primary election.
Early voting runs from August 13 to August 20. Polls will be open
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM every day, including Saturday and
Sunday.
Registered voters may cast a vote at any early voting site,
regardless of assigned precinct. Find locations at
https://www.votemarion.gov/EarlyVoting.
Secure Ballot Intake Stations (formerly known as drop boxes) are
located at all early voting sites.
Polls are open 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM for the primary election on
Tuesday, August 23. You must vote in your assigned precinct.
October 11 is the last day to register to be eligible to vote in the
2022 general election.

https://www.votemarion.gov/myvoterinfo
https://www.votemarion.gov/EarlyVoting


Social Security Turns 87 on
August 14th

Submitted by Mary Savage

Why is there an "A" af ter my precinct
number?

Quite a few of us have reported an "A" behind our
new precinct numbers.  Here is the explanation
from the Supervisor of Elections:

You share the same Congressional, Senate, and
House district as other voters within your precinct,
but you may have a different county commission or
school board district.

CHECK YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION STATUS
at https://www.votemarion.gov/myv... 

Keep up with all the important things affecting our county, state, and country.

Latest News

Signed into law on Aug. 14, 1935, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Social
Security continues to be America's best-loved anti-poverty program. It
provides an income for senior citizens, the disabled, the unemployed, and
children of deceased workers. But as Nancy Altman's book, The Battle for Social
Security: From FDR's Vision To Bush's Gamble reveals, this was not an easy
achievement.

The book is an exciting page-turner that credits those who helped create and
launch Social Security, including Francis Perkins, the f irst woman to serve as
Secretary of Labor; First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, whose speaking tours
supported the vision of ending poverty in old age; and John R. Commons,
known as the "Grandfather of Social Security." Altman also shares the bleak
cultural reality of the time of the poorhouse, where elderly whose families
could not care for them went to live and die.

Social Security has been a dependable cornerstone in America's political
household since 1935, but detractors continue to try to undermine its success
through ideas such as privatization and raising the retirement age. And now
Senator Rick Scott proposes to sunset Social Security and Medicare "to save it."
Read the book to learn more.
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Meet the Candidates

August 4, 6:30 PM

Junior League Candidate
Forum

The Junior League of Ocala is
sponsoring a candidate forum at the
Southeastern Livestock
Pavilion. Candidates running for
Marion County Judge, Marion County
Commissioner, and the Marion
County School Board will address
attendees, and you will have an
opportunity to mix and mingle
afterwards. This event is FREE and
open to the public. Hope to see you
there!

The Junior League of Ocala will be
collecting school supplies for
students in need at the forum. Any
and all donations and school supplies
are welcome!

August 7, 4:00-8:00 PM

Meet and Greet for Danielle
Hawk, Candidate for
Congress, District 3

Phyllis McNeal has graciously opened
her home to sponsor a meet and
greet for Danielle Hawk. Volunteers
are needed to call Democrats within
Indigo East and invite them to attend.
Volunteers will be given a script and
asked to record responses. If  you can
help, please email or phone Bert
Perkins at dwcmc2019@gmail.com or
909-262-8407 as soon as possible.

Upcoming Local Events

For more information on our events, follow us on Facebook and Twitter, or visit
the MarionDems.org website.
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August 18, 7:00 PM

Oak Run Democratic Club

The next monthly meeting will host
Rev. Eric Cummings, running to
continue as District 3 School Board
member, and Danielle Hawk, running
to unseat the Florida District 3
Republican Representative to
Congress. This meeting will be a great
time to review contenders in the
primary election. The club recently
exceeded 100 active members, and
invites all progressives in Oak Run to
join and participate. 

For more information, contact club
President Linda Chitwood
at lindachitwood1@gmail.com.

More Info

August 20, 12:30-3 PM

Democratic Women's Club
Annual Women's Equali-Tea

Come celebrate the Democratic
Women's Club's 5th Year as a
chartered club. The theme this year:
"The Audacity to Lead—Fighting the
Barriers to Female Empowerment."

The keynote speaker is Florida
Attorney General Candidate Aramis
Ayala.

There will be music, food, a silent
auction, poetry by Professor Amira
Sims, and more surprises! Join the
celebration at Precious Oaks. Your
$50 donation will support Democrats
in the mid-term elections.

Purchase Tickets

September 3, 8:30 AM

North Central Florida Labor
Council Breakfast

Celebrate workers and the American
Labor Movement from 8:30-10:30 AM
at the Senior Center, 5701 NW 34th
Blvd, Gainesville, FL. The guest speaker
is Andrew Spar, president of the
Florida Education Association.
Breakfast will be catered by Hill's BBQ.
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August 27, 6:00 PM

On Top of the World Democratic
Club's 10th Birthday
Celebration

Get tickets HERE

All Marion County Democrats are invited to attend the tenth birthday
celebration of the On Top of the World Democratic Club. The Marion County
Democratic Party is partnering with the OTOW Democratic Club for this United
We Stand event.

The keynote speaker is State Senate District 9 Democratic candidate Rodney
Long. Meet other candidates, take part in the silent auction and 50/50 raff le,
and enjoy a dinner catered by On Top of the World’s Fresh Plates Creative
Catering (vegetarian option available). Dress code is casual. Arrive early and
visit the impressive Veterans Park and other OTOW amenities.

Tickets are $50 and available online. Proceeds will go toward the fall campaign
to elect Democrats.

RESERVE YOUR SEAT BY AUGUST 11th

Volunteer Opportunity: Be a Part
of Our Tech Setup Team

The Marion County Democratic
Executive Committee will soon be
hosting hybrid meetings, with members
both in the off ice as well as remote via
Zoom. We need a small number of
people to set up the room monthly with
the hybrid equipment. It only takes one
to set up the hybrid connection and
then serve as Zoom host. However, we
need a few people on the team as

backups to make sure we can cover every meeting.

As a member of this team, you would participate in room configuration and
choosing equipment to improve the remote and local meeting experience. If
this seems like a role you would like, please contact Mike Davis.

Get Involved
People make the party. Bring your time, your talent, and your great ideas.

With your participation, we can make a difference!
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Clubs & Caucuses Volunteer

DEC OFFICERS

Diana Williams, Chair | Mike Davis , Vice Chair

Richard Perry, Treasurer | Pat Eberhardt, Secretary

ST AT E COMMIT T EE

Richard Perry & Joyce Blake

APPOINT ED MEMBERS

Bert Perkins , Coordinated Campaign Chair | Vicki Mattingly, Media Chair

Yvette Moreno Robinson, Programs Chair

https://www.mariondems.org/clubs/
https://www.mariondems.org/clubs/
https://www.mariondems.org/volunteering/
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CLICK HERE to make a donation to the Marion County Democratic Party

Make check donations to the Marion County Democratic Party payable to
“Marion County DEC” and mail to P.O. Box 6476, Ocala, FL 34478

Marion County Democratic Party
970 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 108
Ocala, FL 34471 United States

www.m ario ndem s.o rg

Subscribe to this newsletter

You received this email because you signed up on our
website or made a purchase from us.
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Start your retirement plan today.

Call Diana @Principal

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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