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Diana

About 30% of registered voters are registered Democrat. About 
46% are registered Republican. The first thing we must do is have 
50% BETTER VOTER TURNOUT than the Republicans, but we need 
a good percentage of the No Party Affiliation (NPA) to vote in our 
direction as well. In a recent Ocala Gazette editorial, it mentions 
NPAs in Marion County are predominantly between the ages of 
18–45, with a majority in the 18–25 age group. This seems like a 
"texting" opportunity!

Our clubs are becoming more active, and hopefully COVID 
numbers will continue to decline after this recent peak. We will 
continue to make progress with our messaging. We need help 
getting the word out, hoping everyone will do their part to oust 
the officials driving legislation further from our philosophies. Ask 
what you can do. See page 6 for ideas!

Hello 2022! Now it’s time to focus on getting more 
Democrats elected. Therefore, we need more 
Democrats to run for elected office. And when we 
have Democrats running for office, it’s up to the 
rest of us to encourage others to vote for our 
candidates and simply to GET OUT TO VOTE.

Our annual GALA is booked and it's an exciting 
venue! It will be held at Silver Springs Twin Oaks 
Mansion on Sunday, May 22, 2022. More info 
coming soon. Our featured speaker is Val Demings. 
We are excited about the venue and the program! 
Val will get us all energized!

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 7 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom

http://www.mariondems.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mariondems/
https://twitter.com/MarionDemsFl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marion-county-florida-democratic-party


Updates From the Clubs and Caucuses

The Democratic Women's Club of 
Marion County (DWCMC)
President: Francine Julius Edwards
E-mail: khamilah50@gmail.com

Latino Democratic Club of Marion 
County
President: Helen Dueño
E-mail: 
latinodemocraticclubofmc2018@ 
gmail.com

Marion Oaks Democratic Club
President: Barbara Lawrence
E-mail: BLawre3496@aol.com

Oak Run
President: Linda Chitwood
E-mail: 
LindaChitwood1@gmail.com

On Top of The World (OTOW)
President: Dan Lack
E-mail: dlack10@cfl.rr.com

Silver Springs Shores
President: Stan Saint Louis
E-mail: stansaintlouis@gmail.com

Southeast Marion 
President: Kris Van Der Ploeg
E-mail: kvderp@gmail.com

Spruce Creek
President: Pat Eberhardt
E-mail: patti56@gmail.com

Stone Creek
President: Kay Abight
E-mail: kabight7907@gmail.com

Young Dems
President: Nate Robinson
E-mail: n8xgr8@outlook.com
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• OTOW Democratic Club meeting is Thursday, February 24 
at 6 p.m. in the Arbor Conference Center Dance Studio II, 
III, IV. The topic is The Bridges Project, with guest speaker 
Bert Perkins, the Bridges Project immediate past president. 
Attendance is limited to OTOW residents.

• Oak Run will meet February 17 at 7 p.m. Meetings will be 
held via Zoom or in the Oak Run Orchid Club Ball Room, 
based on the progression of Omicron infections, CDC 
recommendations, and member input and preferences. 
Members will be notified in advance. Our speaker will be 
Danielle Hawk, candidate for U.S. House of 
Representatives District 3. 
• Nominations for officers and board seats will be taken 

from the floor. Elections are held in March.
• Our January speaker was the Honorable Rodney Long, 

former mayor of Gainesville, political activist, and civic 
leader who is running for the Florida State Senate in 
District 8. Mr. Long discussed the serious issues 
facing citizens in both Marion County and the nation, 
and recommended actions to take.

• The club continues to actively support Democratic 
causes and candidates. Leading up to the August 
25 primaries, the club is hosting candidates as guest 
speakers, and members are signing and collecting ballot 
petitions for them. Members are participating in voter 
registration, volunteering at the Democratic 
Headquarters in Ocala, and educating ourselves on the 
issues and policies facing our state and the nation. Our 
club offers opportunities for like-minded progressives to 
share ideas and be part of the political process in order 
to make the lives of all citizens better. Members may 
invite guests to meetings.

• Membership dues are $5 annually and are being 
collected now. Make checks payable to the Oak Run 
Democratic Club, or ORDC. Contact Gary Greene, 
Treasurer, at 520-329-2322 to arrange payment.

• Stone Creek is holding a Food Truck Social on February 16. 
Contact Kay Abight for more information.
• Pebbles Vance, Director of the Strong Families Program 

in Ocala, was the guest speaker at the January 19 
meeting, with 45 members attending.

Contact club presidents for meeting dates 
and times and to confirm Zoom links or 
meeting locations.

mailto:khamilah50@gmail.com
mailto:latinodemocraticclubofmc2018@gmail.com
mailto:BLawre3496@aol.com
mailto:LindaChitwood1@gmail.com
mailto:dlack10@cfl.rr.com
mailto:stansaintlouis@gmail.com
mailto:kvderp@gmail.com
mailto:patti56@gmail.com
mailto:kabight7907@gmail.com
mailto:n8xgr8@icloud.com


Marion County Democrats participated in the Soap & Shampoo Donation Drive for the National 
Homeless Persons Memorial Day, held on December 21. There was a gathering outdoors at noon in 
front of the Salvation Army dining hall. A candle was lit, and a moment of silence observed in 
memory of those who died in 2021 due to a lack of housing. According to the National Coalition for 
the Homeless, an estimated 13,000 homeless persons die each year in the United States 
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Karen Fleetwood, Judy Johnson, and Jenny 
Ortega helped deliver donations, received 
by Director of Social Services Becky 
Reynolds and Major Dwayne Durham.

Jenny Ortega from Dunnellon helped bring 
donations to the Salvation Army front office.

Ocala resident Pat Frazier gave a bag of hand-knitted 
hats, homemade cookies, and a basketball for the 
children at the Salvation Army shelter. Other donors 
included Barbara Fitos, Karen Fleetwood, Delphine 
Herbert, Judy Johnson, Jenny Ortega, and Mary 
Savage.

Democrat volunteers brought two shopping carts filled 
with donations of shampoo, conditioner, bars of soap, 
and other items to the front office. Salvation Army 
Director of Social Services Becky Reynolds said the 
donations will be given to residents in the shelter, the 
homeless on the street, and to families who are 
hurting. "Right now, there are a lot of people who 
need help," she said. 

The Democratic Women’s Club Observes Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day and Registers New Voters!

On January 17, the Democratic Women’s Club 
of Marion County staffed an information and 
voter registration table at the Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Park in Ocala. 

Democrats Helping the Homeless
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The Florida Rights Restoration Coalition (FRRC) is an advocacy group working to help returning citizens regain 
their right to vote, as approved by a 60% supermajority of Florida voters in 2018 (Amendment 4). These are 
bills that the FRRC is supporting. Please consider contacting your state representative and senator to ask for 
their vote for any of these bills that you support. For more information, visit 
https://www.mariondems.org/issues-to-support/

Bills/Initiatives FRRC Is Leading
FRRC Jobs Bills—SB 1548 and HB 1259: Occupational Licensing
These bills would prohibit occupational licensing boards from denying an application due to a person’s 
record unless certain job-specific conditions are met. They could not deny licensure due to an applicant’s 
record if the person can show rehabilitation and ability to perform the job.

FRRC Housing Bill—SB 1732: Negligent Leasing Liability
One of the main reasons landlords are less willing to rent to returning citizens is concerns about liability. This 
bill would lay out that a landlord cannot be held liable for leasing a housing unit to a tenant convicted of or 
found guilty of a criminal offense except under limited circumstances.

FRRC Narrative Change Bill—SB 1862: Background Screening (“Desmond Meade Bill”)
Major employers in Florida turn to people in prison for labor. Yet many of these employers do not hire the 
same returning citizens once they have been released from prison and are looking for a job. This bill would 
require any entity that uses prison labor adopt second-chance employment policies.

FRRC Democracy Initiative—Florida State Budget: Funding for Verification of Voting System
The state has no unified system for determining if a returning citizen has paid off their criminal justice debt 
and is eligible to vote. The budget proposal would allocate funding for the Department of State to create a 
system for determining voter eligibility under Amendment 4.

Bills FRRC Supports
SB 342: Juvenile Diversion Program Expunction
Currently, youth who have completed diversion may only have their record expunged if they had a 
misdemeanor offense. The bill would make it so youth who have completed diversion for non-
forcible felonies may also have their record expunged and do not have to disclose their history.

SB 310: Driver’s License Reform: Court-Related Payment Plans
The bill would allow courts to waive, modify, or convert outstanding criminal justice debt (including fees, 
service charges, court costs, or fines) to community service if the person cannot afford to pay. The court may 
make this decision at its own discretion or by petition.

SB 1378: Probation Reform
The bill would allow for remote reporting for people on probation. It would establish probation credits as a 
way for people to earn time off of their probation period; people can earn credits for good behavior and 
participating in employment, education, rehabilitation, and other activities.

SB 504: Earned Time
The bill would allow for a person’s incarceration sentence to be shortened to 75 percent after applying 
rehabilitation credits. The bill expands the circumstances in which a person can gain rehabilitation credits, 
including by participating in educational, reentry, and other programs.

Bills FRRC Opposes 
SB 524. This would establish an Office of Election Crimes and Integrity, increase penalties for so-called ‘ballot 
harvesting” to a felony, increase fines on organizations that conduct voter registration, make the vote-by-
mail process more cumbersome, and prohibit any city from using ranked-choice voting. Last year, the busiest 
election year on record for the state, the Secretary of State received only 262 elections fraud complaint 
forms and referred 75 to local law enforcement, according to its website. That’s in a year in 
which 18.1 million ballots were cast in statewide primaries and the general election.

From the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition

https://www.mariondems.org/issues-to-support/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1548
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1259
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1732
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1862
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/342
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/310
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1378
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/504
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Marion County DEC 
Monthly Meetings
Marion County DEC 
meetings are held the first 
Monday of the month via 
Zoom. Request a link to 
the meeting by emailing
chair@mariondems.org.

The annual DEC GALA will be 
held at Silver Springs Twin Oaks 
Mansion on Sunday, May 22, 
2022. Our featured speaker is 
Val Demings! More details soon.

mailto:chair@mariondems.org
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Visit www.mariondems.org/volunteering to complete our volunteer 
form, or call 352-402-9494 and leave a message.

Precinct Captains. Engage with people in your precinct to inform, encourage, and 
support voting. Precinct Captains have the most important job in the party.

Fundraising Lead. Plan major gifts campaigns, increase our sustaining donor 
program, and find sponsorships and newsletter advertisers.

Hispanic Outreach Lead. Organize outreach activities and events in the county to 
engage the Hispanic community. Must be fluent in Spanish.

Hispanic Outreach Assistants. Help us reach Hispanic voters in the county through 
direct contact (door-to-door canvassing, phones, voter registration events) and 
translation of materials for digital communications.

Database Analysts. Learn the capabilities of VAN/Votebuilder for data mining and 
detect developing trends in our Marion County voter base to help target events and 
voter-oriented activities. This type of data analysis was a key element in the 
development of Stacey Abrams’ strategy.

Data Assistants. Use the VAN/Votebuilder system to improve and maintain the 
accuracy of our voter and volunteer database.

Digital Communications Assistants. Crop/resize/optimize photos for the web, create 
graphics in Canva or other design tool to go along with posts, shoot and edit video 
(livestreams, virtual interviews, etc.), edit the newsletter, and/or assist with posting 
on social media and keeping the website updated and optimized.

http://www.mariondems.org/volunteering


Planning for retirement can be scary and a little 
overwhelming. But you don’t have to go through 
it alone. We’ll work together to help you create a 
retirement plan that fits your needs. We’ll focus on 
things like electing Social Security, healthcare, and ways 
to convert your savings into income. So, when the time 
is right, you can enjoy your retirement the way you’ve 
always wanted. Ready to get started?

Retiring? 
Let’s talk.
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